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OF THE 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Office of the Army Attache 


| American Embassy 





; Taipei, Taiwan 
3 July 1951 


Colonel R. S. Bratton, GSC, 

Deputy, 

Military Intelligence Section, General Staff, 
GHQ, Far East Command, . 

APO 500 


My dear Colonel Bratton: 


I thank you very much for your letter of 14 May 1951 on the subject 
of the Chinese artists and advisors in Psychological Warfare. I think 
that everything pessible has been done, under existing circumstances, to 
secure the best material possible. 


These men Were cleared by General Chiang Ching-kuo, Director of the 
Political Affairs Department of the Ministry of National Defense. This 
means that they are not..only:simon pure supporters of the present regime ' 
in China, but probably considered capable of. doing the best. possible work 
as intelligence agents consistent with ability to perform their other 
duties. This I consider a perfectly normal and entirely justifiable 
course ion action on the part of the Chinese in view of pregee military 
situat ne : 


Tnesmmch as these men are already secured and presumably already at 
work, I thought it would not be of any advantage to you for me to spend 
mich time looking them up, but in the course of a cursory inquiry, we 
dug up the following through USIS. 


Ling Tkng-ming has long been a staunch KMT wheel horse. He is 
rather well known as cartoonist and illustrator. 


Yu Kweli has a modest reputation as a painter, but nothing else of 
note is known about him. 
i oe 
The others are unknown to USIS and 1 did not think it worth while 
| to spend time inquiring about them in other quarters. 


for the physical examination of these individuals. I have the highest 
respect for this organization, but if I had been handling this matter, 

I would have insisted on a physical examination by some doctor personal- 
ly known to me. 


| I note you state that the Chinese Mission assumed responsibility 


Recently a high ranking member of the staff of persons directly in 
charge of your psychological warfare activities visited Taiwan. He 
called in this office but unfortunately I was out of town. I am sorry 


I missed him as it SECR Et 
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I believe Chen chee is on top of the heap here now and likely to remain that 
way is that Bobby Ho hag nailed his colors to Cheng's mast. Bobby is no fool, 


and I don't think he will be found backing a losing horse if he can help it," 
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seems to me I might perhaps have been able to help him in some way. When 


Doctor Green. and Lt Colonel Freeman were here they called on me and we 
had a very interesting talk. 


A couple of months. ago I wrote. a long letter to G-2, Department of 
the Army setting forth in detail my ideas about how certain important 
persons among the Chinese Commnists could be harmed by the use of a 
method similar to that described in the famous story which ‘appeared in 
"The Reader's Digest," with the title, "Address Unbekannt."> 


I never heard anything from this letter, but I was interested to 
see that "Time! put Chou En-Lai’s picture on the cover of a recent issue 
and it seemed to me that in the material about Chou which they printed 
in this issue that they were following to some extent some of my ideas. 
I could of course be wrong, as the idea of harming people by use of the 
written or printed word is by no means new. 


I am sure you know mmch more about the Chinese Mission in Japan 
than I do. You mst certainly be aware that this organization is the 
Generalissimo's principal intelligence agency in Japan. One of its 
most important duties is to note everything possible which. gives any in- 
dication of the attitude of Americans toward the KMT and the Gimo. The 
higher up the American, the more they are interested in his ideas, but 


‘no American is too unimportant for his expressions of opinion.on these 


subjects to pass unnoticed and unreported. 


I consider the Chinese as collectively the most charming people in 
the world, and it may be assumed that the. members of this Mission have 
been carefully ‘selected with the view of securing people whom Americans 
would be inclined to like andtrust. It is wery easy for a Chinese to 


insinuate himself into the confidence and good graces of many Americans, 


and in many cases it is not. difficult to make the American think that 
the discretion of the Chinese concerned and his loyalty to the United 
States are beyond question. 


It is a frequent practice of Chinese in positions like the members 
of the mission to Japan to attempt to draw Americans out in conversation 
by making statements which give the impression that the Chinese are 
thoroughly cognizant of the faults and weaknesses of the present Nation- 
al Government, and even highly critical of the Generalissimo himself. 

In talking to such people, Americans sometimes spill their guts and be- 
‘come the subject of reports which while they may not hurt then mech, 
certainly do not do them any good either. 


' I have known Bobby Ho for many years and I consider him one of the. 
best friends I have in the world. I have tremendous liking and admira- 
tion for him. I consider him extremely bright, personally brave, a 
sound tactical leader, and fine administrator. I think he can view the 
Chinese people and gavernment more objectively than any other Chinese I 
ever knew. . 
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I believe Chen Cheng is on top of the heap here now and likely to remain that 


way is that Bobby Ho has nailed his colors to Cheng's mast. Bobby is no fool, 
and I don't think he will be found backing a losing horse if he can help it." 
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Even so, I would not tell anything to Bobby Ho that I would not 
want reported to the Generalissimo. I never forget that in spite of 
his friendliness to Americans, ad I think he has tremendous personal 
liking for us both individually and collectively, he is first and last 
a Chinesga, and. above all he is the Gimo's man otherwise he would not 
be in the best job the Chinese Government has to hand out today. It 
is abetter job than that of Ambassador to tm U.S. for the power of 
the Mission over Chinese trading with Japan or doing business there is 
almost unlimited. I do not believe Bobby Ho is making a cent through 
this power, but I would not have trusted Chu Shih-ming not to use his 
position for gain, and I certainly would not trust every member of 
Bobby Ho's mission in this respect. 


Bobby Ho is not only the Gimo's man, he is Chen Cheng's man and 
accordingly anti-K.C. Wu, and to a.lesser degree anti-Chiang Ching-— 
kno. One reason 1 believe Chen Cheng is on top of the heap here now 
and likely to remain that way is that Bobby Ho has nailed his colors 
to Cheng's mast. Bobby is no fool, and I don't think he will be found 
backing a losing horse if he can help it. 


Very sincerely, 


David D, Barrett, 
Colonel, GSC, 


Ayny Attache 
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I believe Chen Cheng is on top of the heap here now and likely to remain that 
way is that Bobby Ho hag nailed his colors to Cheng's mast. Bobby is no fool, 
and t don't think he will be found backing a losing horse if he can help it." 
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GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 
FAR EAST COMMAND 
Military Intelligence Section, General Staff 
18 July 1951 - 


SUBJECT: Comments on Chinese Mission and its Chief 
MEMO TO: Chief of Staff 


1. The following extract from a letter received by Colonel R. S. Bratton 
of my staff from Colonel David D. Barrett, Army Attache, American Embassy, 
Taipei is thought to be of possible interest to the Chief of Staff. Col 
Barrett has a background of some twenty years experience in China.’ 






"I am sure you know much more about the Chinese Mission in Japan than 4 
I do. -You mest certainly be aware that this organization is the Generalissimo's 
principal intelligence agency in Japan. One of its most important duties is ? 
to note everything possible which gives any indication of the attitude of 
Americans toward the EMT and the Gimo. The higher up the American, the more 
they are interested in his ideas, but no American is too unimportant for his 
expressions of opinion on these subjects to pass unnoticed and unreported. ae 


"I consider the Chinese as collectively the most charming people in the 
world, and 1t may be assumed that the members of this Mission have been care- wok 
fully selected with the view of securing people whom Americans would be inclined /~ 
to like and trust. It is very easy for a Chinese to insinuate himself into f 
the confidence and good graces of many Americans, and in many cases it is not 
difficult to make the American think that the discretion of the Chinese con- 
cerned and his ‘Loyalty to the United States are beyond question, 


"It is a frequent practice of Chinese in positions like the members of 
the mission to Japan to attempt to draw Americans ont in conversation by making 
statements which give the impression that the Chinese are thoroughly cognizant 
of the faults and weaknesses of the present National Government, and even 
highly critical of the Generalissimo himself. In talking to such people, 
Americans sometimes spill their guts end become the subject of reports which 
while they may not hurt them much, certainly do not do them any good either, 


"I have known Bobby_Ho /for many years and I consider him one of the 
best friends I have in the World, I have tremendous liking and admiration for 
him. I consider him extremely bright, personally brave, a sound tactical 
leader, and fine administrator. I think he can view the Chinese people and 
governnent more objectively than any other Chinese I ever knew. 


“ WRven so, I would not tell anything to Bobby Ho that I would not want 
reported to the Generalissimo. I never forget that in spite of his friendli- 
ness to Americans, and I think he has tremendous personal liking for us both 
individually and collectively, he is first and last a Chinese, and above all 
he is the Gimo's man, otherwise he would not be in the best job the Chinese 
Government has to hand out today. It is a better job than that of Ambassador 
to the U.S. for the power of the Mission over Chinese trading with Japan or 
doing business there is almost unlimited. I do not believe Bobby Ho is making 
a cent through this power, but I would not have trusted Chu Shih-ming not to 
use his position for gain, and I certainly would not trust every member of 
Bobby Ho's mission in this respect. 


"Bobby Ho is not only the Gimo's man, he is Chen Cheng's man and accord- 
ingly anti~K.C. Wu, and to a lesser degree anti-Chiang Ching-kuo. One reason 
I believe Chen Cheng is on top of the heap here now and likely to remain that 
way is that Bobby Ho has nailed his colors to Cheng's mast. Bobby is no fool, 
and I don't think he will be found backing a losing horse if he can help it." 
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